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THE CHANGING FACE OF GEELONG 


As part of the activities celebrating 150 years of Victorian 
history, The Geelong Historical Society is pleased to present this exhibition 
of illustrations depicting the growth of Geelong. Geelong's history is as 
old as that of the state although the town itself must wait another four years 
to celebrate its 150th anniversary. The photographs and drawings which make 
up this exhibition show what our town looked like at various phases in its 
development and we must be thankful to those artists and photographers who 
were interested enough to record the passing scene and to those who have made 
the effort to preserve their work. We trust that those who view this 
exhibition will gain some idea of how our town grew, by comparing what they 


see with what the town is like today. 


The mounting of such an exhibition requires the assistance of 
many people and organizations and the Geelong Historical Society would 
particularly like to thank the following for their assistance:-- The Geelong 
Historical Records Centre whose magnificent collection provided the material 
for the exhibition; The Geelong Regional Commission for its assistance in 
photographing and mounting the illustrations, especially Mr. A. McLean and 
Mr. B. Tanner; The Geelong Camera Club for the loan of the frames; 

The Geelong Art Gallery for kindly providing the venue; Mrs. J. Lawrence for 
undertaking the preparation of the catalogue. Special mention must be made 


of Alcoa Australia Ltd. for the considerable support it provided. 


BACKGROUND 


Geelong was laid out by surveyor H.W.H. Smythe and gazetted as a town on October 26, 1838. 
It was a rectangle bounded by Barwon Terrace in the south, Corio Terrace in the north, Gheringhap Street 
in the west and Swanston Street in the east. Its thirty-six blocks were each divided into twenty 
allotments, sixteen of half an acre and four slightly less. The first land was sold on February 14, 
1839, two blocks in the south near the source of water and one in the north near transport by sea. 
As soon as land was sold building began and by 1841 the census showed Geelong as having over four hundred 
inhabitants. Growth was steady during the 1840's so that by 1851 the population had reached 8,291. The 
gold rush saw the trebling of this number to 23,314 but the next forty years saw little development and 
it was 1910 before Geelong's population was large enough for it to be declared a city. The 1920's and 
1930's saw the beginning of industralization and a population growth which continued in the post World War II 
period to make Geelong the leading provincial city in the state. The exhibition reveals what Geelong 


looked like at various stages in its development. 
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Geelong 1839-40 Showing the Areas Sold at the first Land Sales. 


THE GROWTH OF A COMMUNITY 


The first section of the exhibition consists of illustrations which provide a general 
view of the growing town from a variety of viewpoints. They cover about sixty years and one should 


compare, particularly the first and the last photographs, to realize how much development had taken 
place in this period. 


1, Geelong in 1840. 


This view is probably looking down Bellerine Street which in the 1840's 
was the main connection between the north and south portions of the town. 
It led to a break in the cliffs which surrounded the bay and down to the 
Stony Jetty which was built there. 


2. Geelong in 1840. 


This view is from the vicinity of Limeburners Point and, while drawn in 
the same year as No. 1, shows a more orderly looking arrangement. The 
clearly defined street would be Corio Street which developed as the main 
part of the town in the early 1840's. 


3. Geelong in 1847. 


This view from the top of the hill overlooking the bay may show us either 
Yarra or Bellerine Streets. In either case it is clear that little has been 


done to provide decent roads for the town. 


4. Geelong Circa 1852. 


The view in this engraving is probably from near La Trobe Terrace looking towards 
Gheringhap Street, then the western boundary of the town. It presents a compact 
appearance and the number of two storey houses indicate solidity and prosperity. 


5. Geelong 1853. 


This view may have been sketched from near Matthew Flinders Girls' School. It shows 
reliance on two forms of transport - animals and ships. Note particularly the ships 
at Point Henry, many of which would have brought eager gold seekers who temporarily 
swelled the population of the town before heading for Ballarat and the other diggings. 


8. Geelong 1857. 


Artist S.T. Gill must have seated himself somewhere up the Gheringhap Street hill to sketch 
this scene. On the left is the newly completed St. Paul's Anglican church; in the centre 
the railway terminus indicates the arrival of a new form of transport; to its right is the 
Terminus Hotel. The rivulet in the foreground is probably part of the western gully which 
made its way through the present Johnstone Park to the bay. 


7. Geelong 1862. 


This view looking north from the corner of Gheringhap and Ryrie Streets shows that a number of 
public buildings of a very solid nature have made their appearance, most of them built during the 
prosperous fifties. On the left with its black ball is the Telegraph Station, behind which can be 
seen the Mechanics' Institute. The two storey building with the tower in little Malop Street is 
the Fire Station which stood roughly where the Art Gallery is today. On the corner of the 
intersection is the Post Office and behind it in Little Malop Street is the Town Hall. 


8. Geelong Cirea 1870 


This view looking south-west across the railway station reveals how Geelong's suburbs have 
developed. On the other side of the station lies Little Scotland (today part of Geelong West), 
while along the top of the hill can be seen some of the large buildings of Newtown - on the 


left Edgcumbe (now the Workers' Club) peeps from behind the Baptist church, while further to 
the right can be seen the Hermitage. 


9. Geelong Cirea_1870 


Taken from near Fitzroy Street and looking southwards, this view shows on the left at the top of 
the hill Portarlington Hotel (now demolished), then the gaol, and the supreme court (also demolished). 
A little lower is the hospital and below it and at the extreme right is the immigration barracks. 


10. Geelong from Laurelbank Parade Circa 1866. 


Looking eastwards, this view shows what wide open spaces there were in Newtown and the western 
portion of central Geelong at the time. 


11. Chilwell 1866. 


Looking south-east from roughly Mercer's Hill, this view reveals what development had taken place 
in the nearly twenty years that Chilwell had been established. 


12. Chilwell 1866 


From the same region but including a more easterly aspect, this view shows the Noble Street Methodist 
church at the left. The Barwon bridge with its "arches" is clearly visible. 


13 - 17. Panoramic view of Geelong Circa 1890. 


A 180? panorama from the vantage point of the tower of Flinders National School (Matthew Flinders 


Girls' High School). A good many of the buildings in the streets in the immediate foregrounds are 
still standing. 


18 - 17. Panoramic view of Geelong Circa 1890. (Cont'd) 
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18. Geelong 1903. 


Again from the Flinders tower. Along Ryrie Street can be seen the Steeple (Presbyterian) Church, 
the Mechanics' Institute (today the Performing Arts Centre) and a new Post Office complete with 
clock tower but no clock (not installed until 1911). Olrig House on the left. 


A CITY BY THE BAY 


Until the Geelong - Melbourne Railway was opened in 1857 the easiest way to travel between Geelong 
and the capital was by sea. Due to this fact the north end of the town developed more rapidly than the south, 
contrary to the planners' expectations. Most of the commercial activity took place here close to the shipping. 
In the forties shipping was hampered by the absence of customs facilities in the town, clearances in and out 
having to be made in Melbourne. After this disability was remedied in 1848 there remained another impediment - 
the sandbar at Point Henry which made it impossible for large ships to enter the inner harbour. This was cut 
through in the 1850's and ships could now pull in within a stone's throw of the town instead of having to anchor 
at Point Henry. As the illustrations in this section show the piers usually were crowded with shipping. 


19. Geelong from the Bay 1856. 


For most visitors their first glimpse of the town was from the decks of one of the steamers which 
plied between Geelong and Melbourne, a journey of about five hours. In the 1850's they would have 
seen the harbour thick with shipping, the waterfront lined with substantial buildings and the town 
spreading up the hill to the churches along its top. 


20. Geelong from the Steam Packet Wharf 1856. 


As the steamer drew closer the traveller would have been able to distinguish the buildings along 
the shore more clearly. Outstanding would have been Mack's Hotel; run at this stage by Edwin Hooper, it had 
begun in 1839 as the Woolpack Inn - a slab structure. This was replaced in 1846 by the building shown here. 
Along the street at the extreme right were Strachan's wool stores. Later all the buildings were replaced by the 
existing wool stores, themselves now under threat of demolition. 


21. Geelong from Yarra Street Pier 1876. 


Twenty years have probably not made a great difference in the streetscape in this part of town. 
Mack's is still visible on the right, while the slope down from Brougham Street is unoccupied. 


22. Geelong from Yarra Street Pier 1876. 


This photograph shows the panorama to the west. Note the large woolstores on the left. 


23. Yarra Street Pier 1880. 


Four ships, sails furled, await their cargoes. Judging from the lack of activity, the photograph 
was taken on a Sunday. 


24. Yarra Street Pier Circa 1890. 


Ten years later and a forest of masts. A working day this time, as a wagon loaded with sacks, 
possibly of potatoes or onions from the Bellarine Peninsula, makes its way on to the pier. 


25. Yarra Street Pier 1901. 


Ten years later again and steam seems to have replaced sail, but the horse is still supreme on 
land. The great activity obvious in this scene has been caused by the Boer War - the cargo is 
fodder being loaded for despatch to South Africa. 


26. Gee Harbour 1862. 


This view shows the various piers near the central part of the town as well as the two baths 
nearer to the camera. 


27. Geelong Harbour 1876. 


This closer view provides more detail of the baths as well as enabling some of the buildings in 
the town to be distinguished. Note that tree planting has been undertaken in the foreground. 


30. Geelong Harbour 1927. 


Steam has won, but of more interest is the beginning of the development of the Eastern Beach into 
the shape we know today. The baths are still there and on the skyline we can see the S.E.C, chimney. 


31. The Joy Ark. 


The waterfront, as well as being a place of commercial activity, was also a place of entertainment 
and recreation. Baths existed from the 1840's onwards. In about 1912 the Joy Ark made its 
appearance aS an amusement centre. In 1923 it was removed to become the Palais in Moorabool Street 
where it has continued to be a place of entertainment for generations of Geelongites. 


32. Transvaal Square. 


Walking along the sea front, seeing and being seen, watching the bay steamers arrive and depart, 
all formed a part of recreation for our ancestors. The numbers in this scene, dressed in their 
Sunday best show how popular an activity it was. 


33. Geelong Harbour from Western Beach 1885. 


The western side of the harbour also had its baths as this photograph shows. 


34. Baths, Western Beach Circa 1900. 


A closer view of the baths reveals that the sexes bathed separately. 


35. Yarra Street Pier 1926. 


An aerial photograph which should be compared with No.s 21 and 22. 


36. Geelong 1926. 


Another aerial view including the waterfront area. 


DOWN BY THE RIVERSIDE 


If the bay was important to the town in the north, so was the river in the south. One reason for 
siting Geelong where it is was that it was close to a constant supply of water - the Barwon River. The building 


of the breakwater ensured that this supply would be fresh and the river remained the main source of water until 
the 1870's both for domestic and industrial purposes. 


37. Ihe Second Barwon Bridge. 


As well as being an asset the Barwon was also a barrier to transport to the west. In the 1840's 
it could be crossed via the breakwater or punt at Moorabool Street. In 1848 the first timber 
bridge was built but was swept away by floods in 1852. It was 1859 before this second bridge 
was opened to traffic; it lasted until 1926 when the present bridge was built. 


38. Prince Albert Bridge 1873. 


This bridge built at the end of Shannon Avenue in 1862 brought the village of Highton into easier 
contact with the rest of Geelong. Captain Fyan's property, 'Balyang' is in the trees to the left. 


39. Queen's Park cattle bridge. 


The earliest route into Geelong from the Barrabool Hills was across the Barwon at this point and 


in the late 1840's B.G. Levien operated a punt there. Cattle and sheep were driven along the 
left bank to Camden Road and then into town. 


40. Queen's Park Circa 1880. 


This park was reserved in 1859 and developed in the 1870's with the aid of Baron Von Mueller. The 
house on the hill is 'Coronal' built for himself by the architect Benjamin Backhouse 


41. Woolscouring on the Barwon. 


From the 1840's the Barwon became home to a number of industries which required large quantities 


of water. Prominent among them were tanneries and woolscouring works which operated from Queen's 
Park bridge to the breakwater. 


42. Victorian Woollen Mills 1879. 


The Victorian Woollen and Cloth Manufacturing Company was the first of its kind in Victoria and 
was awarded É 1,500 for producing the first woollen cloth in 1868. 


48. Victorian Woollen Mills. 


This photograph of employees of the mill reveals that a large percentage of them were women. 


44. Albion Woollen Mill. 


The Albion Woollen Company was established in 1869 at the south end of La Trobe Terrace. 


45. Regatta, Barwon River Circa 1900. 


This view from near the Barwon Bridge shows that the river, like the bay, was used for pleasure 
as well as work. 


46. Head of the river 1924. 


Looking westwards along the Barwon we see the temporary bridge at the foot of La Trobe Terrace 
which was used during construction of the present Barwon Bridge. 


THE HEART OF THE CITY 


The centre of activity in Geelong in the early 1840's was Corio Street, one of the "little" 
streets which were intended to be back entrances to the fine houses which the planners envisaged facing 
the "great" streets. With the sale of more and more land in the town and the reservation of a market square, the 
centre moved south up the hill, and the streets surrounding the square - Moorabool, Little Malop, Yarra and 
Malop - became more important, as did Ryrie Street. This pattern has not changed greatly in the succeeding 
years. 


47. Corto Street Circa 1900. 


This view from Moorabool Street shows the watch house which was erected in 1841 and demolished 
in 1902. On the extreme right can be seen a wall of the savings bank. Godfrey's Dining Rooms 
began life as The Joiners' Arms in 1847. At the Yarra Street corner can be seen the Royal Mail 
which was built in 1848 and is still standing, though under threat of demolition. 


48. Moorabool Street 1856. 


By the 1850's Moorabool Street had become the main street of the town with formed gutters and 


lined with substantial buildings as this view from near Myers Street shows. The Brian Boru Hotel 
is second on the left. 


49. Moorabool Street 1866. 


Ten years later but from the opposite side of the road. 


Note the presence of the telegraph poles 
and wires. 


50. Moorabool Street Circa 1890. 


From much the same position this view shows that little change has taken place. 


51. Moorabool Street Circa 1911. 


From the same position. A new building appears on the corner of the street while on the right we 
see the beginnings of public transport in the horse omnibus. 


52. Moorabool Street Circa 1910. 


The double funeral of two artillerymen killed by a bursting gun at Queenscliff turns into Ryrie 
Street heading for the Eastern Cemetery. 


53.  Moorabooi Street Circa 1866. 


This view looking north shows the west side of the street and was taken from the Little Malop Street 
intersection. De Balk's studio has served many purposes beginning as the Royal Exchange Hotel in 
1847; later it was famous as the ABC Cafe and until recently was occupied by Woolworths. 


54. Moorabool Street Circa 1915. 


Looking north from near Ryrie Street. Note Bright and Hitchcocks' and Solomon's, the town's two 
leading department stores. Trams have replaced the horse omnibus but the motor car has not yet 
ousted the horse. 


55.  Moorabool Street 1934. 


Looking north from near Little Malop Street - not a horse in sight. The group of people in the 
foreground is the staff of Colvin and Company outside their workplace. 


56. Moorabool Street Circa 1930. 


Looking north from near Malop Street. On the right is the Victoria Hotel and next to it is the 
Free Library, originally the Chamber of Commerce. 


57. Moorabool Street Circa 1904. 


Looking south from near Malop Street. The tree and the fountain on the left were part of the 
Market Square and stood where Solomon's was later built. 


58. Moorabool Street 1911. 


Looking south from a little further north than No. 57. 


59. Moorabool Street 1910. 


Looking south from halfway between Malop and Little Malop Streets. A military procession of some 
kind is in progress. 


60. Moorabool Street 1901. 


Looking south from Malop Street. Another procession, this time part of the celebrations for 
King Edward VII's coronation. 


61. Moorabool Street. 


Looking south from near Malop Street. The presence of the tram tracks dates this picture as after 
1912 while the clothing suggests some time during World War I. 


62. Moorabool Street Circa 1904, 


Looking south from near Fyans Street. Not many illustrations are available of South Geelong; this 
one shows the arched bridge in the middle distance while on the right at the south-west corner of Little Fyans 
Street stands the Young Queen Hotel where Peter Lalor sheltered briefly after the Eureka uprising. 


63. Ryrie Street 1866. 


Looking west from near Yarra Street. The Steeple Church stands out in the distance. 


64. Ryrte Street 1879. 


The intersection with Moorabool Street. Many of the buildings have disappeared but at least two 
of the names have not. 


65. Ryrie Street Circa 1910. 


Looking east from halfway between Gheringhap and Fenwick Streets some time before 1911 when the 
clock was installed in the Post Office. On the left can be seen the classical facade of the 
Mechanics' Institute and next to it the Telegraph Station. Note the horse omnibus, probably one 
of C. Walker's. ; 


66. Ryrie Street Circa 1910. 


Looking east from near Gheringhap Street. Note the presence of verandas and their supporting posts. 
Wellington's funeral parlour was formerly the Rising Sun Hotel. 


67. Ryrie Street Circa 1910. 


Looking west from halfway between Moorabool and Gheringhap Streets. 


68. Ryrte Street Circa 1915. 


Looking west from Moorabool Street. Trams have altered the appearance of the street considerably. 


69. Ryrie Street Circa 1912. 


Looking east from near the Moorabool Street intersection. The T.&G. building now stands where 
Dickson the chemist is located. 


70. Ryrie Street Circa 1920. 


Looking west from near Moorabool Street, this scene is not greatly changed today. Note the bus on 
the right which provided a feeder service to the trams until the tram service was extended east 
along Ryrie Street in 1922. 


71. Ryrie Street Circa 1915. 


Looking west from near Moorabool Street. The marching soldiers and the war fund banner indicate 
that this photograph was taken during World War I. 


72. Malop Street 1861. 


The south-west corner of Moorabool and Malop Streets was known in the 1850's as Golden Point because 
so many parties set off for the diggings from that spot. 


73. Malop Street Circa 1860. 


The north side near Gheringhap Street. The building is the London Chartered Bank in 1860 and still 
standing. In the distance can be seen the Sir Charles Hotham Hotel and Sts. Peter and Paul, Ashby. 


74. Malop Street Circa 1880. 


Looking east from near Gheringhap Street. The Belcher fountain can be seen in the foreground 
while in the middle can be seen the stuffed black bull which advertised the Black Bull Hotel. 


75. Malop Street Circa 1930. 


Looking east from halfway between Gheringhap and Moorabool Streets. 


76. Malop Street Circa 1910. 


Looking east from the intersection with Moorabool Street. The Victoria Hotel stands on the 
corner at the left. 


77. Malop Street 1876. 


Looking north from the Market Square along Kardinia (now Blakiston) Street. The Bank of New South 
Wales is on the right. 


78. Malop Street 1866. 


Looking west from Yarra Street. The buildings on the right were later occupied by Morris Jacobs 
who eventually sold to Myer. 


79. Fenwick Street 1879. 


Looking south from Ryrie Street. 


80. Yarra Street 1857. 


Looking north from Little Myers Street. Note the Court House Hotel opposite St. Mary's Church on 
the right; it took its name from the Court House which stood where the Fire Station now stands. 


81. Yarra Street 1866. 


Looking south from Malop Street. On the right can be seen the Union Bank which dated from the 
late 1840's and Davidson's building built in the 1850's. 


€ 


4.  Yarra Street. 


In the early days there was a rise in Yarra Street at the north end near Brougham Street known as 
Providence Rise. The building shown here was on the east side. 


83. Gheringhap Street 1866. 


Looking north from Malop Street. The Golden Age is situated at the end of the street on the left. 
Towards the left are the woolstores of D. Guthrie, later the offices of Geelong Harbor Trust. 


84. Gheringhap Street Circa 1910. 


Looking south from Malop Street. The Belcher fountain stands in the foreground, to the left is the 
Bank of Australasia (later A.N.Z. Bank) and a little further south is Cole's bluestone wine and 
spirit store. On the right can be seen the trees of Johnstone Park. 


85.  Gheringhap Street Circa 1915. 


Looking north from near Little Ryrie Street. The Congregational Church can just be seen on the left. 


86. La Trobe Terrace 1878. 


This view looking north was taken from St. Paul's tower. Note the railway level crossing. Geelong's 
busiest artery looks singularly deserted. y 


87. La Trobe Terrace 1894. 


Looking south from near the railway station. St. George's stands out at the top of the hill (it 
had no spire then). 


88. La Trobe Terrace Circa 1910. 


Looking south from near the railway station. The building with the chimney stack was the West End 


brewery, demolished later to create Gordon Avenue. Immediately above the chimney is the Baptist 
Church in Aberdeen Street. 


89. Market Square 1857. 


Looking south-east from the corner of Moorabool and Malop Streets, this engraving shows how much 
(or how little) the square, reserved in the 1840's, had developed in the mid 1850's. The Victoria 
Hotel is on the left and the large building down Malop Street is the Theatre Royal. 


90. Market Squure 1857. 


From much the same position as No. 89 but looking further to the south. On the left is the Prince 
of Wales Hotel and in the centre is Gray's tank, the main source of water for the town. Gray pumped water from 
the Barwon to this tank from which water carriers filled their carts and distributed water to the citizens. 


91. Market Square. 


Looking south from Malop Street. The Austin Clock, erected in 1856 as the donation of James Austin 
(the town's second elected Mayor), dominates the scene. 


92. Market Square 1866. 


Looking east from the corner of Little Malop and Moorabool Streets. The area has now been 
fenced and planted and a market building has been erected. 


93. Market Square. 


This scene looking south from Malop Street shows the Market Square on a busy market day. 


94. Market Square 1888. 


As time went on the open space of the Market Square was encroached on by more and more buildings. 
One of the biggest was the Exhibition Building built in 1879 facing on to what is now Jacobs Street. It later 
became Her Majesty's Theatre and then a garage workshop before being pulled down and replaced by the present carpark 


95. Market Square Circa 1862. 


Looking east along Little Malop Street. The market building is on the left, while on the right can 
be seen Bright and Hitchcocks', the Albion and Prince of Wales Hotels. 


96. Market Square Circa 1925. 


Much the same view as No. 95 but sixty years later. Bright and Hitchocks' has a new building as 
does the Prince of Wales, while the edge of Solomon's Buildings can be seen on the left. 


97. Market Square Circa 1930. 


Looking west along Little Malop Street. Note the Regent Theatre (now McEwan's) on the left and 
the Geelong Advertiser office (two along) and on the right the ABC Cafe. 


98. Market Square 1974. 


Looking east along Little Malop Street, at the opening of the fountain which turned the end of the 
street into a mall. 
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